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RESERVES (TJUNTJUNTJARA COMMUNITY) BILL 2018 

Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR K.M. O’DONNELL (Kalgoorlie) [3.56 pm]: I will continue. I was referring to a member of the community, 
Damian Rictor. I do not believe he would be angry if I mention his name. Just to recap, he was a member of the 
family that came in from the desert having had no contact whatsoever with the outside world. Damian blended in 
with the community but was introduced to alcohol. I am sad to say that, over time, he would drink regularly. I will 
now move forward to about 2010, I think it was, when an alcohol-fuelled violent offence took place in Coonana 
where Damian hit another member of the community over the head with a machete, killing him. Damian hid in the 
bush for about a week after that while police were trying to find him. I was asked to go out there and try to locate 
him. I attended out there, but it was on the condition that the detectives and every other police officer left the 
community. Once they had left the community, I knew we could get Damian. 

With the help of the community, he was apprehended. It was the locals who did the apprehending. They brought 
him back into the community in a truck from a few hundred yards out. I walked out of the nurses’ quarters and 
I thought that the truck would stop, but it kept going. Straightaway, I knew exactly what was going to happen to 
Damian. He was driven over to a vacant area about 200 metres away from me and I knew he would be speared. 
I walked over there and found quite a large number of Aboriginal people in a huge circle around him. I walked 
over to Damian and I could count three spear wounds in his leg. He was lying on his stomach. I asked whether 
everybody was finished and they said yes. I then leant down and told Damian that I was going to pick him up and 
take him to the nurse. I picked Damian up, because he was a lightly framed fella, and placed his arm over my 
shoulder. I held his pants up as leverage. I started walking and his legs would drag, but somebody yelled out that 
he could walk and then others yelled out that he could walk. I realised I had made a fatal mistake—that what I did 
was wrong. There was an abandoned car 10 feet away from me, so I moved quickly over there to use it to protect 
my back. Up to 50 spear-wielding Aboriginal people—they were not all spear-wielding, but they were all rushing 
at us and some of the spears were 12 or 14 feet long. They came rushing at us.  

I dropped Damian on the ground at my feet and the Aboriginals then proceeded to spear him another nine or 
12 times. The mother of the victim came up with an iron bar and wanted to hit him over the head with that. That 
is not part of the culture. I said that she could not do that and I grabbed the bar from her. She then got a spear and 
proceeded to ram one into his thigh. From memory, he ended up with 12 to 15 spear wounds all up. At not one 
stage did he yell, scream or say a word. In hindsight, some people might ask why I did not stop them. It is very 
hard to stop people rushing at you and a lot of them have spears. If it had been America, a person would probably 
start shooting at them. I knew that what had to be done had to be done. I then asked them whether they had finished 
and they said, “Yes; take the dog away.” I am a quick learner. I dragged Damian through the dirt and over to the 
nursing post. There, we tended to him. The only vehicle we had was the police van, so once the nurse patched him 
up, we put him in the back of the van and took him out. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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